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The Senate's Action on the Arbitration 
Treaties. 

The disappointment of the country at the manner 
in which the arbitration treaties were treated by the 
Senate has been very wide and keen. It was be- 
lieved up to the hour at which the voting began that 
they would be ratified without serious modification 
and with only the addition of the Lodge resolution 
of ratification, which excluded from the operation of 
the treaties all matters of purely national policy. 

It has been stated in the public prints that fully 
nine-tenths of the people of the country were strongly 
in favor of the conventions as they were drawn, and 
if one may judge from the editorial comment of the 
newspapers, this does not seem to be a great exaggera- 
tion. But this enormous force of public opinion 
seems to' have had little or no weight with many of 
the Senators. Indeed, it was openly resented by 
some of them, as if the people were an ignorant and 
stupid lot who ought to have kept still. 



As is already well known, the two serious modifi- 
cations of the treaties were the striking out of para- 
graph three of article three, which provided that the 
report of the Commission of Inquiry on the question 
of the justiciability of any controversy should be 
final, and the declaration in the resolution of ratifi- 
cation that the treaties should not cover a number of 
questions assumed to belong purely to national pol- 
icy, and therefore to be non-justiciable. In addition 
to these, there was on© slight amendment of article 
one, which provided that the treaty should not cover 
"any question which affects the admission of aliens 
into the United States, and the admission of aliens 
to the educational institutions of the several States." 
This latter amendment was carried by a vote of 41 
to 38. The Bacon resolution of ratification was 
adopted by a vote of 46 to 36. The vote on striking 
out paragraph three of article three was 42 to 40 ; so 
that a change of one vote in favor of retaining the 
paragraph would have been enough to reverse the re- 
sult. The treaties as amended were ratified bv a vote 
of 76 to 3. 

Attempts have been made by many persons to fix 
the responsibility, or responsibilities, for the mutila- 
tion of the treaties. The most of these attempts 
have come close to the truth. Senator Lodge has 
been singled out as having done the original damage 
by his majority report from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, and he will probably always have to 
bear this fundamental responsibility. He tried at 
the last moment, sincerely we thought, before the 
voting began, to save the paragraph of article three 
which was stricken out, but the injury which his 
general attitude had previously done was, irreparable. 
Senators Heyburn, on the Republican side, and 
Hitchcock, on the Democratic side, were as guilty 
as anybody, because of their persistent effort to 
frighten their fellow-Senators by the bogy of the 
Anglo-American treaty being an alliance, or certain 
to lead to an alliance, with Great Britain which 
would put us, helpless and hopeless, in the hands of 
an old European monarchy. Nothing more amazing 
than this plea has been heard in the Senate in many 
a year. Senator Dixon, of Montana, Ex-President 
Roosevelt's presidential campaign manager, has been 
declared to be the chief culprit, because at the last 
moment, after having given assurance to fellow-Sen- 
ators that he would vote for the unamended treaties, 
he turned over and voted with the opposition. It is 
easy to see that any one of these Senators may fairly 
be considered the cause of the mutilation of the 
treaties, as the vote of any single one of them in favor 
of the retention of paragraph three of article three 
would have saved it from being cut out. 

But the real cause of the undoing of the treaties 



